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Goaod evening President Kngpp and members of the Montgomery County Coundl. My nameis
Patti Twiggand | am the Paint Branch Cluger Coordinaor. | am here tonightto speak on behdf of
the CIP neads of the three exceptiond high schoolsin our Consortium N Blake, Paint Branch and
Springbrook

Y our attention to some of thecritical needsin theNEC over the past few years has been greatly
appreciated by our community. Even thesmallest of these changes makes a marked differencein
the qudity of our schools. Despite these improvements however, our high schools continueto suffer
several critical needs While thewritten testimony expresses the needs of all three schools, | will be
focusng my oral testimony onwha we consder to bethe greatest need, the modenization of Paint
Branch HS.

We are very appreciative tha the BOE added money to begin thesite work for Paint Branch High
School® modenization, and that Mr. Leggét has recommended fully funding the BOE® FY 09
request. However, | can state categorically tha while we hesitantly undestood and accepted aone
year dday in congruction this past fall, the possibility of an additiond year@ dday in the
modernization of Paint Branch istotally unacceptable to the entire Northeast Consortium
community. We have been ddayed before, patialy reingated, and an additiond year® dday puts
usback to ourorigind three year dday.

To us thisisaquestion of priorities. It is easy to target thelargest project in the budge with ddays,
butisit themod cog effective? Condructionis only going to get more expensve. While al our
children are precious our high school students are at a critical stagein ther lives, where the choices
they make can affect usall. Theold adage of build more schools or build more prisonshas stoodthe
test of time. These students are our County@ immediate future Bthey will bethe dodors, teachers,
police officers, firefighters, and govenment leaders that will take usinto thefuture.

Consdeing how the modenization dae has historically been a moving target, how can the Paint
Branch, Gaithersburg, Seneca Valley and Wheaton Communities be anything butfearful of
further ddays, especialy in light of thefact tha projectionsfor funding for future yearsis
increasingly dire? In addition, how can we be anything butfearful tha our project could be scaled
back, which iswha happened when Blake HS was built, so tha thar gym and auditorium are
inadequée for aschool of ther present size? We are all panfully aware of thefact tha with each




year dday the cog of amodenized school rises, as does thelikelihoodof ddays for high schools
behind usin themodernization queue Wha does not changeis the need for Montgomery County
students of all agesto behoused in safe, healthy, adequaely sized school buildings Our exceptiond
school system iswhat draws people to our county. If we allow our schools to fall behind,
Montgomery County will nolonge betheresidence of choice.

Aging facilities such as Paint Branch present many chdlenges, anongwhich isthedifficulty
recently experienced in obtaining replacement parts for our fire alarm system. In theamos 40
years since the school was built, thecompany who origindly provided the system has since gone
out of busness. This madeit necessary to fabricate parts tha are no longe available onthe market,
and cog an untold amountof money, induding alive Gire watchOpatrol of the hdlsto alow the
building to remain open for theamog two monthsuntl the parts could be made. It isnotan
unreasonéable leap of logic to assume tha problems such as thiswill continueto crop up.

Schools today are used for more than jus educating children. Outside organizationsutilize Paint
Branch onaregular basis. Thereissomething going onthere 7 days aweek, from the George B.
Thomes Learning Academy on Saturday, church services on Sunday, school and community group
meetingsduring theweekday eveningsand the George B. Thomas After School Program,
Montgomery County Recreation Department Sports Academy and MCPS High School Plus
programs three afternoonsa week, in addition to school athletic and extracurricular activities. The
new school will ben€fit our entire community.

Eductiontoday isvery different than when Paint Branch was built. It is currently over capecity,
strictly from an average student pe classroom point of view, but of course this does notreflect
needstha go beyondtha. The County does notoffer an alternative high school, and so our high
school educates all students, whaever their needs This does place Paint Branch in the postion of
finding and creating space to accommodae these needs The new school has been carefully
designal and planneal to compensate and correct for the problems with the current facility Bthree
years and countess hours of work have been devoted to making sure the new facility will be ableto
serve our students for years to come.

Paint Branch is a majority-minority school. Our students are hard working and eager to peform
well. But they require amoden facility to fulfill their twenty-first century eductiond needs

Our Consortium is based onthe conaept of Choice, and in order for it to fundionto its full

potential, we mug have alevel playingfield. While all three high schools offer rigorous
comprehengve programs, from afacilities standpant, Paint Branch is behindtheeightbdl. Blake
was opened in 1998, Springlrook was renovaed in 1994.Paint Branch was opened in 1969, with an
addition condructed in 1987 Wefind ourselves in a uniquesituaion, where we are the ugly
dudkling of the Consortium, awaiting our trangormation into the beautiful swan we deserve to be
Withoutthis renovaion, Paint Branch is notan equd choice.

With thisin mind, Paint Branch High Schoolis requesting tha thetotal appropriationfor the
condruction project be maintained. We fedl tha doing so isin the best interest of the Paint Branch
community, theNortheast Consortium community and all other high school modenizations
scheduled in future years.



Paint Branch students have written letters expressing thar views. These have been submitted along
with the copies of my testimony.

Consequences of further delays in the construction of Paint Branch HS:
* Highe cods
* Crumblinginfrastructure
* Unegud learning environment not only in the Northeast Consortium, but County-wide
* Community impact
e Hazardousenvironment

Thank youfor your time and your consderation of these requests.
Respectfully,
The Northeast Conortium Cluger Coordinators

AreaVice President
Ellen Salins

Springbrook

Pamela Johnon
Naghma Husain

Paint Branch
Patti Twigg

Blake
Dawn Dolan
Lee Ann Doeflinger



Springbrook High School:

* Regqueststha it beoneof thefirst schools consdered for indalation of artificia turf onits
uppe field should MCPS initiate this program. We have been making this request for years,
and are extremely dismayed to read that other high schoolsin the county may get turf fields
before we are even consdered for one Please see the attached letter for more information on
thisissue

* Needsour TV Studio to bemodenized. We are offering a state-of-the-art technology
education to our students. However, the TV Studio is becoming outdated. We need to replace
the outdaed equipment with new equipment such as anew switcher and an updaed recording
system. Given that we house the Technology Signature Program, it seems only logical tha
our equipment remains state-of-the-art and fundiond.

* Needsoutdoor security cameras BDwe have none The 1994renovaion plansdid notcall for
any security cameras. In addition, thetotal number of indoorcamerasisinadequde. It is
imperative tha this beresolved.

* Thebahroons arein desperate need of renovaion. Many of thefixtures are so old that
replacement pats are nolonge available. Ther first floor bahrooms (which need to
accommodae not only students but mog visitors) are so ungopealing as to reflect poolly on
the school.

* Requests complete panting for theexterior and interior of the building. The buildingwas
last panted 13 years ago and really needsa completely new pant project.

* Seeks solar shades for the skylightsinits main hdlway and Media Center, which were never
ingalled as part of its 1994renovaion plan. The heat generated throughthese skylights not
only creates an uncomfortable school environment, but causes significant energy coss and
wear onthe computers.

James Hubert Blake High School:

* Isproudto celebrate its 10th Anniversary this year. We appreciate thenew flooringin the
outer lobbies and thepatching of its staff parking area. However, we request that the school
system continueits resolution to ther athletic stadium, outdoa lighting, and outdoor security
camera problems.

* A relocation of ourfootbdl stadium has been suggested as a solution to the snake problem
Blake is experiencng in thewoodal area behind the god pods and we fully suppot this
action as soonas possible.

* Wearein awoodea and secluded area and thefront entrance lighting remainsa safety and
security issue, with barely enoughlightto see beyond thefront walkway in the dark.

* Wearealargecampus comprised of 93 acres, which is three times the size of mog high
school campuses, and the addition of outdoor security cameras remainsatop priority.



* We are conceerned aboutthe maximization of ourfacility capacity and thefurther hardship
tha area development will place onits program. We request to be puton the CIP schedule to
initiate a feasibility study for an addition and for an expandon of our gymnasium - which was
less than capeacity when it was origindly built.

* Further, we still needsthe make-shift science lab completed with lab stations New
carpeting is needed in themain office and media center, and there still remainsan issuewith
cracked and separating floor tile throughoutthe building. Unfortunaely, the newly patched
staff parking lot has notweathered its repar, and the holes have agan sunk leaving the
pakinglot puddled and poted.

Paint Branch High School:

* We appreciate the hdlway floor tile replacement and parking ot re-painting doneover the
summer.



Attachment: Request for Installation of Synthetic Turf on Springbrook High School's Upper Field
11/2007

We respectfully request the urgent attention of the Board of Education to the deteriorating
field situaion at Springlrook High School. We request tha the County investigate the
feasibility of ingalling synthetic turf on Springlrook’'s multi-purpo<e uppe field.

We want to go on record with arequest tha Springbrook and Bethesda-Chevy Chase high
schools, with the smallest footprints among high schools in the county, be given priority
congderation for theindallation of synthetic turf. Because of thelimited space, (they are the
only high schools with only two fields), the physcal education and athletic programs at these
two schools opeate at significant disadvantage

MCPS undetakes extendve longterm planning to assure high qudity academic programs are
available to all students. In this age of rampant obesity, we ask you to consder an important
longterm investment in our students physical health.

Theindallation of artificial turf on Springbook'sall-pupose uppe field would be a smart
investmentN for reasonsof safety, space requirements and finances. It would also contribute
to greater resource equity amonghigh schools in the Northeast Consortium.

1. Safety: We call your attention to serioussafety concerns as each day upto 100
athletes are forced to leave campusfor practices and games. Field hodkey, soccer and
lacrosse teams walk or drive across bugy New Hampshire Avenueor walk through
woodel areas to reach these off-campussites.

2. Risk of Injury: Field conditionspose an increased risk of injury dueto condant
overuse. During each school day, around450 students share onewoefully inadequae
field for physca eduation. After school, an additiond 120athletesin theFall and 60
in the Spring use thefield for footbdl and basebdl practices. The County Recreation
Department would like to add a Sports Academy to share the same field. Despite
nearly heroic efforts by school staff to maintain these overused fields the conditions
po<e seriousrisks of injury.

3. Financial: While other schools enjoy games at home with entry gate revenues,
Springbrook mug pay $80fhame to Park and Rec. for 'home games onitsfields with
no gae revenues allowed (oud!); these games a so see fewer spectatorswho are
willing and able to walk or drive to the games.

We ask tha the BOE consder theingallation of artificial turf at Springlrook HS and at BCC
HS as soonas posible.

At Springlrook, artificial turf ontheuppe al purpose field will produe several immediate
bendfits:
* Phydcal education classes will have access to qudity turf, unencumbered by
variationsin the weather.
* Theschoolwill have continuoususe for al practices and other after-school fithess
activitiesdaly from2 to 9 pm.



Attachment: Request for Installation of Synthetic Turf on Springbrook High School's Upper Field
11/2007

*  Our students (both athletes and spectators) could enjoy school sportsin thesafe
environment of our high school grourds

* Inareversal, theschool could lease thefieldsto Park and Recreation for summer
programs, benefiting the whole community.

* Beginningwith the al-purpose field at Springbrook and thefootbdl field at BCC
would provide some bdance in the County, and an oppotunity for the BOE to
assess the cogs-ben€fits, while providing needed relief to these two schools. Our
neighboing counies have already undestood thewisdom of such an investment:
Arlington County has six schoolfields with four more onlineg Howard County,
with three, has plansfor several more.

We recognize tha thisis alargeinvestment, but bdieve it isawise long-term investment that
will allow more studentsto be more active withoutleaving the safery of school grounds



