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Good evening President Brandman, Dr. Weast and members of the Board of Education.
My name is Martha Crews and | am one of the Watkins Mill Cluster Coordinators. | am also the
PTA President at Whetstone Elementary School

We have been fortunate that many of our cluster’s major capital needs have been
addressed, or are being considered. However, we do have some additional needs to be taken
into account, and although we find ourselves in tight economic times, we also believe that
these projects can be achieved, given the current construction market.

In regards to the current CIP, we support the following:

Whetstone Elementary School Classroom Addition: We support the approved classroom
addition at Whetstone Elementary School, with a goal of completing construction of the
addition by August 2011. Due to significant overcrowding, it is imperative that this classroom
addition remains fully funded in the CIP. As the PTA President with two children currently
attending Whetstone, | can attest first hand just how essential the need for this addition is.

Restroom Renovations: We support the recommended restroom renovations at South
Lake Elementary School, Watkins Mill Elementary School and Watkins Mill High School.

Montgomery Village Middle School: There are a number of building concerns not
currently in the CIP. The most pressing concern is the condition of the athletic field. The
uneven field is unsafe for our students, with construction debris and large rocks on or just
under the surface. Other concerns include a leaky roof, restroom renovations, and quick
replacement of worn out carpet and broken floor tiles.

Neelsville Middle School: The gymnasium floor is unsafe. While some of the holes in
the floor have been fixed, others have not, and the warped floor has caused several students to




fall and injure themselves. And although new gym lights were provided, the job was not
completed.

Neelsville is also in need of exterior lights focused at the rear of the building, especially
the loading dock area, which is isolated and has been vandalized many times, including a fire.
Other issues at Neelsville include problems with the 29 year old lockers, which have building
services workers spending 30% of their time making repairs because parts for these antiquated
lockers are hard to locate. The old carpet in a number of areas contains a lot of mold, has
several tears, and needs to be replaced.

Watkins Mill High School: Many of the building concerns at Watkins Mill have been
documented and are under review with MCPS, and we need to make sure that these needs are
not forgotten. These include replacing the auditorium sound system and fixing windows that
don’t function properly. Furthermore, the building needs paint and the roof leaks. We ask that
these small projects be considered for budget approval.

Again, we have been fortunate that many of our cluster’s capital needs have been
addressed, or are being considered. However, other students who live in Montgomery
Village—our neighbors who attend Gaithersburg HS—have not been quite so lucky. We
therefore stand firmly beside the families of the Gaithersburg cluster as they ask that the
modernization of Gaithersburg High School be returned to its original schedule for completion.
We also support their request to accelerate the design phase so the project can be bid earlier in
order to save costs.

Furthermore, we support the positions of MCCPTA. We encourage the Board to take
maximum advantage of opportunities to improve our schools, and we support the continuation
and expansion of countywide projects. We urge the Board to look for opportunities to
accelerate additions or mods scheduled for the next several years to take advantage of the
current construction market, and we ask for a task force to discuss modernizations.

Our testimony tonight is brief. While our cluster has some CIP concerns, we need your
help primarily in the area of programming, and so we look forward to coming back in January,
during the Operating Budget hearings, to once again plead our case for an IB Middle Years
Program and an expansion of our tremendously-successful IB Diploma Program.

Thank you.



